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important contributions to the South Bay com-
munity. They have touched the lives of many.
| congratulate them on receiving this award.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. RUBEN HINOJOSA

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 9, 2000

Mr. HINOJOSA. Mr. Speaker, because of a
transit problem, | unfortunately missed rollcall
votes 29, 30, 31, 32 and 33. Had | been
present | would have voted as follows:

Rollcall No. 29, Government Waste Correc-
tions Act (H.R. 1827)—"yea”; rollicall No. 30,
To Redesignate the Facility of the U.S. Postal
Service in Greenville, SC, as the Keith D.
Oglesby Station (H.R. 2952)—‘“yea”; rollcall
No. 31, To Designate the U.S. Postal Office
Located at 557 East Bay Street in Charleston,
SC, as the Maybelle H. Howe Post Office
(H.R. 3018)—"yea”; rollcall No. 32, Congratu-
lating Lithuania on the 10th Anniversary of its
Independence, S. Con. Res. 91—"yea”; roll-
call No. 33, Recognizing the 50th Anniversary
of the Korean War, H. J. Res. 86—"“yea.”

—————

CONGRATULATING THE CHURCH
OF THE ANNUNCIATION

HON. MARGE ROUKEMA

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 9, 2000

Mrs. ROUKEMA. Mr. Speaker, | rise to con-
gratulate the Church of the Annunciation in
Paramus, New Jersey, on the dedication of its
restored and renovated church building. This
newly completed work not only provides more
space for worship and community activity, but
reflects the measure of faith it brings to the
community and the growth of the church con-
gregation.

The $2.2 million project will provide more
than 8,000 square feet, reconfigured to meet
the Second Vatican Council’s direction for
greater participation of the congregation in
services. Modern lighting and sound systems
have been added while maintaining the
church’s classic gothic design. Meeting space
for parish organizations and community serv-
ices has been expanded and the entire com-
plex has been adopted for the physically chal-
lenged.

A church is, of course, far more than bricks
and mortar. It is a place of prayer, worship
and solace for all. As Pastor Michael Sheehan
has said, the renovation project is a proclama-
tion of the congregation’s faith in the future
that the Lord will continue to be with His peo-
ple in Paramus.

A key element of the spirit surrounding the
Church of the Annunciation has been the tra-
dition of Christian charity. Members of this
compassionate congregation have worked
selflessly to help the less fortunate in the com-
munity, providing aid and assistance whenever
and wherever it has been needed. They have
truly embraced the Gospel according to St.
Matthew: “I was hungry and you gave me
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meat. | was thirsty and you gave me drink. |
was a stranger and you took me in. | was
naked and you clothed me. | was sick and you
visited me. | was in prison and you came unto
me.”

The Church of the Annunciation traces its
history to 1951, when Newark Archbishop
Thomas J. Walsh ordered the construction of
a new church to accommodate the rapidly
growing Catholic population in Bergen County.
Archbishop Walsh chose the site of the former
House of Divine Providence, a Catholic charity
hospital for the terminally ill that had remained
vacant since it was gutted by fire in 1925. The
Rev. William J. Buckley was assigned as the
first pastor and held the first Mass in the Mid-
land Avenue firehouse on September 14,
1952. The new church was dedicated the fol-
lowing March on the day before Palm Sunday.
The first year of full operation saw 78 bap-
tisms, four weddings and three funerals.

Rapid growth followed over the next several
years, including construction of a rectory and
the establishment of a church school for kin-
dergarten—eighth grade. While the school
closed in 1983 due to falling enrollment, over-
all growth has continued and the church today
is the spiritual home of more than 1,200 fami-
lies.

The Church of the Annunciation has been
served by many distinguished clergy, but
some have a special place in the memory of
parishioners. Archbishop Walsh entrusted the
Rev. William J. Buckley, an experienced priest
of 29 years, with the important job of founding
the church, overseeing the establishment of
the new parish and serving as the first pastor.
A practical man as well as a spiritual leader,
the Rev. Buckley’s first purchase was a 4-by-
7-inch leather-bound accounts book in which
to record the church’s finances. In 1967, the
Vietnam War touched the lives of the parish
all too closely when the Rev. Charles Watters
was killed in action. Pastor from 1956 to 1963,
Father Watters was serving as an Army chap-
lain with the 173rd Airborne Brigade when his
unit engaged a heavily armed enemy bat-
talion. During the battle, Father Watters
rushed to the front lines to aid wounded sol-
diers and give last rites to the dying. He re-
peatedly ran through intense enemy fire to
rescue the wounded or give aid, and was
eventually struck and killed. Father Watters re-
ceived the Congressional Medal of Honor for
his heroism. The traditions and standards set
by Father Buckley and Father Watters are
ably carried on today by Father Sheehan.

The Church of the Annunciation has been a
center of community life for generations, a
gathering place for weddings, funerals and
other passages of life not just for today’s gen-
eration but their parents and grandparents as
well. It continues to play a major role in the
lives of its congregation and will do so for
many years to come. In these times of moral
upheaval and increasing violence among our
youth—as evidenced by tragic shootings in
schools across the nation—we especially
value the dedication and commitment of our
churches to the guidance of our young people.
This is in the best tradition of building upon
the strong foundations of our American de-
mocracy.

As the Church approaches the 50-year
mark, the promise of its future seems bright.
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The faithfulness of its clergy, the devotion of
its congregation and its dedication to Christian
values are evidence of its enduring place in
the community.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues in the
House of Representatives to join me in con-
gratulating the Church of the Annunciation on
nearly half a century of serving the spiritual
needs of its congregation, and wishing this
church and its parishioners the best for the fu-
ture. God bless and Godspeed.

IN MEMORY OF CHARLES SCHULZ

HON. BOB GOODLATTE

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 9, 2000

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, it is a privi-
lege and an honor to stand before you today
and pay tribute to the celebrated cartoonist
Charles Schulz. His legacy will be remem-
bered around the world for years to come. For
50 years, Mr. Schulz gave us the lovable char-
acters that we could identify with, the Peanuts
Gang.

| would also like to inform my colleagues of
Schulz’s generous contributions to the Na-
tional D-Day Memorial Foundation in Bedford,
Virginia. The Foundation is a group of vet-
erans and volunteers designated by the U.S.
Congress to build and maintain a memorial to
Allied Forces who invaded the Normandy
coast of France on June 6, 1944. The Foun-
dation is charged with designing, building and
operating a national memorial that will provide
a place of reverence and solemnity honoring
those who sacrificed so much on D-Day. The
Foundation is committed to educating citizens
of the world, especially young people, about
the scope of the invasion; the role of individual
American service men and women; the sac-
rifices made by the families and communities
on the home front; and the critical importance
and significance of D-Day.

Since its creation, Charles Schulz provided
great support to the Foundation and the ad-
vancement of its goals. All donations in
Charles Schulz’s name should be directed, per
Mr. Schultz’s request, to The Campaign to
Build The National D-Day Memorial and Edu-
cation Center.

Again, | ask my colleagues to join me in
recognition of this man’s support for such a
worthy cause.

————

COMMUNIST CHINA’S THREAT
AGAINST TAIWAN

HON. DANA ROHRABACHER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 9, 2000

Mr. ROHRABACHER. Mr. Speaker, com-
munist China recently issued a so-called
“white paper” threatening to attack the Repub-
lic of China on Taiwan, almost immediately
after a high level Clinton Administration dele-
gation led by Strobe Talbott visited Beijing.
Reportedly, Talbott told the Chinese dictators
that President Clinton wanted “a constructive
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strategic partnership.” Through the militant
“white paper” Beijing stated it would militarily
conquer Taiwan if Taiwan’s democratically
elected leaders refused to meet Beijing’s time-
table for reunification talks. This is a new con-
dition meant to frighten voters in Taiwan prior
to Taiwan’s presidential election on March 18.

This latest bluster by Beijing is comparable
to the 1996 Chinese “missile test” in the Tai-
wan Strait during Taiwan’s first democratic
Presidential election. Beijing failed to deter
Taiwanese voters from electing President Lee
Teng-hui. On March 18, the first time in Chi-
na’s 5,000 year history, Taiwanese voters will
democratically choose a new president to re-
place a democratically elected leader.

Communist China’s threats against Taiwan
are deplorable. Taiwan is a vibrant democracy
and its people should have every right to elect
their new leader without any sort of outside in-
terference. Beijing should recognize the fact
that the Chinese people now have two sepa-
rate governments—one democratic and the
other a militant dictatorship. Reunification talks
between Beijing and Taipei should be con-
ducted as between two equal entities, allowing
both sides to discuss the creation of a new
democratic China through the free will of all
Chinese people.

During this sensitive period, we should
make clear to Beijing that the United States
Government has zero tolerance for Beijing’s
bullying gestures toward the brave people of
Taiwan. There current actions are sound rea-
son to deny any trade agreements, such as
the so called Permanent Normal Trade Rela-
tions proposal.

——
ORGAN DONATION AND TRANS-
PLANTATION IMPROVEMENTS

ACT
HON. BOBBY L. RUSH

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 9, 2000

Mr. RUSH. Mr. Speaker, today, | am
pleased to join with my colleague, RAY
LAHoOD, in introducing the Organ Donation
and Transplantation Improvements Act of
2000, a bill to amend the Public Health Serv-
ice Act to improve the national system of
organ allocation and transplantation.

Under the provisions of the National Organ
Transplant Act (NOTA), the U.S. Department
of Health and Human Services has the re-
sponsibility for establishing and administering
a national organ allocation program. In April of
1998, the Department published a regulation
which directs the Organ Procurement and
Transplantation Network (OPTN) to address a
number of inefficiencies and inequities in the
existing organ allocation program. UNOS, the
United Network for Organ Sharing, and a
number of transplant centers, strongly ob-
jected to the regulation. The groups in opposi-
tion sought and secured a rider to the Omni-
bus Appropriations enacted in 1998 which
blocked implementation of the Secretary’s pro-
posed regulation.

In October, 1998, the Congress suspended
implementation of the Final Rule for one year
to allow further study of its potential impact.
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During that time, Congress asked the Institute
of Medicine (IOM) to review current Organ
Procurement Transplantation Network (OPTN)
policies and the potential impact of the Final
Rule. The IOM study was completed in July of
last year and provided overwhelming evidence
in favor of the new regulations. Nevertheless,
at the end of the last session of Congress, a
second moratorium was added onto the Work
Incentives Improvement Act, that provided for
an additional 90-day delay of implementation
of the Final Rule.

In the midst of this debate, last October, the
House Commerce Committee debated and re-
ported legislation, H.R. 2418, that would divest
the Department of Health and Human Serv-
ices of any authority to require anything of the
OPTN. Functions of a scientific, clinical or
medical nature would be in the sole discretion
of the OPTN. All administrative and procedural
functions would require mutual agreement of
the Secretary and the Network.

Opponents of H.R. 2418, including the Gov-
ernor of the great state of lllinois, believe that
the legislation would create an unregulated
monopoly of organ allocations, and allow
UNOS to run the organ allocation program un-
fettered. The legislation also favors small
states with small centers at the expense of pa-
tients waiting for transplants at larger centers.
The state of lllinois represents 9 percent of the
population and receives only 4 percent of the
transplants.

The legislation which Mr. LAHooD and | are
introducing today takes elements from a vari-
ety of different sources and combines them
into a comprehensive bill aimed at improving
the performance of the nation’s organ dona-
tion and transplant system. The bill includes
elements from:

The existing National Organ Transplant Act
(NOTA);

H.R. 2418, the Organ Procurement and
Transplantation Network (OPTN) Amendments
of 1999;

The OPTN regulation promulgated by the
Department of Health and Human Services
and revised in 1999; and

Recommendations from the Institute of Med-
icine in its 1999 report: Organ Procurement
and Transplantation.

The goal of the Donation and Transplan-
tation Act is to increase organ donation rates
and to foster a fair and effective system for
improving the nation’s organ transplantation
system.

The legislation that we are introducing sup-
ports a number of programs aimed at increas-
ing organ donation by establishing a grant pro-
gram to assist organ procurement organiza-
tions (OPO) and other non-profit organizations
in developing and expanding programs aimed
at increasing organ donation rates; creating a
Congressional Donor Medal to be awarded to
living organ donors or to organ donor families;
establishing a system of accountability and
places the responsibility for increasing organ
donation with the Department of Health and
Human Services (HHS must report its
progress to Congress); and establishes a sys-
tem of support for state programs to increase
organ donation.

Congress created the Organ Procurement
and Transplantation Network (OPTN) in 1984
to create a fair and effective system for match-
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ing organ donors with patients in need of
organ transplants. The Act maintains the high
medical standards established by Congress in
1984; further defines the organ allocation
standards established by Congress in 1984 in
order to ensure a fair and equitable system of
allocation based upon the recent rec-
ommendations of the Institute of Medicine; es-
tablishes new standards of financial account-
ability in the operation of the OPTN; and re-
quires the Department of Health and Human
Services to work with the OPTN contractor to
monitor and enforce the policies of the OPTN.

The Act further removes the burden for
organ allocation from the Organ Procurement
Organizations (OPOs) and establishes a proc-
ess, based upon sound medical criteria, for
the certification and recertification of OPOs.
The legislation further provides an opportunity
for OPOs that fail to meet standards to imple-
ment a corrective plan of action.

Our legislation implements the rec-
ommendations of the Institute of Medicine
through the creation of an advisory board to
review OPTN policies and ensure the best
performance of the OPTN in the effective and
equitable procurement and allocation of do-
nated organs. The legislation also includes a
provision to reimburse individuals who donate
organs for the non-medical travel expenses
and maintains the current standard of endur-
ing that patients have the best data and infor-
mation about the nation’s organ transplant
system. Finally, Mr. Speaker, as with the cur-
rent law, our legislation provides that the
OPTN will continue to be operated by a pri-
vate non-profit organization, with rules that will
be subject to review by the Secretary of
Health and Human Services.

Mr. Speaker, the legislation that Congress-
man LAHOOD and | have introduced today is a
sound compromise worthy of consideration. |
hope that our colleagues will join us in support
of this legislation.

————

HONORING ALVIS BROOKER, AL-
DERMAN, 23RD WARD, NEW
HAVEN, CONNECTICUT

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 9, 2000

Ms. DeLAURO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor my good friend, the late Honorable Alvis
Brooker, Alderman for the 23rd Ward of New
Haven, Connecticut. On Monday, November
15, Alvis succumbed to the same rare liver
disease that took the life of the great Walter
Payton.

Alvis was an incredible force in the Dwight/
West River section of New Haven, rep-
resenting more than 5000 city residents. He
was a member of the West River Neighbor-
hood Association as well as the Dwight Cen-
tral Management Team. Both of these groups
are neighborhood organizations whose mis-
sion is to improve and enhance the neighbor-
hood and quality of life for its residents. He
worked diligently to address the needs of
those he represented, especially the various
security, housing, and revitalization issues
they faced. He was instrumental in the George
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